S.D. colleges try to boost 
graduation rate
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South Dakota is working to increase the college 
completion rate in the state by 2020.

The state has joined with Complete College America, 
a national nonprofit group working to increase the 
number of young adults with a college degree or 
credentials by developing and implementing state 
and campus-level action plans to meet their goals.

About one-half of students who begin college at a 
four-year higher education institution in South 
Dakota have graduated six years later. Data show 
that there are 113,496 South Dakotans who have 
completed some college but have no degree. The 
public university system already is working on a 
goal to re-enroll 2,657 of those individuals who left 
college without a degree in the past five years.

South Dakota and 16 other states make up Complete 
College Alliance.
