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CHAPTER

5

SECTION 3

Minor Parties and the 2000 Presidential Election

Examine the statistics below and answer the questions that follow.

Nationwide 

Popular

Vote
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George W. 

Bush

Al Gore

48%

All Minor

Parties

(combined)

2,287

 1. Who won the popular vote in Florida, and what was the margin of victory 

between the first- and second-place finishers?

  _________________________________________________________________________

 2. How would a different outcome in Florida have affected the election? 

  _________________________________________________________________________

 3. What was the total number of votes cast for minor party candidates in Florida, 

and who received the largest share?

  _________________________________________________________________________
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EXTEND WORKSHEET (continued)

The Minor Parties 

 4. Read the description of the campaign issues of Ralph Nader’s Green Party in 

Section 2 of your textbook. From which of the two major political parties do 

you think he would have drawn the most support? Explain your answer. 

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 5. Is there any reason to speculate that the minor party campaigns of Nader, 

Browne, Buchanan, Philips, and Hagelin had an impact on the election in 

Florida—and nationally? Explain your answer.

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________
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