American Government


Name

“We the People”

Lesson 24
p. 122
1. List the 3 civil war amendments and their purposes.

2. How effective were those amendments when they were first adopted?

3. What are poll taxes, literacy tests, and grandfather clauses?  

4. What were the Black Codes?  Why were they enacted?

5. Was the failure of the Civil War Amendments primarily the responsibility of elected officials or private citizens?  Explain your answer.
6. What remedies, besides passing laws, might reduce or prevent discrimination?
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7. Initially in the United States, which entity decided who could vote?

8. What were some initial qualifications for voting besides being white?
9. After white men, what was the next group to gain suffrage?

10. Which state was the first to allow women to vote?  When did all women in the United States gain the right to vote?

11. When did all Native Americans become citizens?

12. Which types of people tend to vote the most often?

Lesson 29
p. 154
13. What were 2 reasons why the concept of separation of church and state was included in the U.S. government?
14. What is a religious test?  Can it be used to determine eligibility to run for public office?
15. What is the establishment clause?

16. Explain the different interpretations of the establishment clause.

17. What is the free exercise clause?

18. How have the courts tried to balance the individual’s right to free exercise of religion with the interests of society?
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19. What rights make up “freedom of expression?”  (look in the purpose of lesson p. 160)

20. Why did the Framers think freedom of expression was essential to a free government?

21. What are time, place, and manner restrictions?

22. What types of speech and writings have been prohibited?

23. What is meant by the term libel?

24. In your opinion, would a law restricting the amount of money an individual can give to a political candidate violate freedom of expression?
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25. With a freedom of petition, what are citizens allowed to do?

26. How have the freedoms of assembly and petition been important in U.S. history?

27. What are some methods of petitioning the government?

28. In your opinion, does prohibiting gangs from peacefully gathering in public parks violate their freedom of assembly and association?  Why or why not?

29. What limitations may be placed on the right of assembly?

30. Describe the freedom of association.
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31. How would you define the “right to privacy?”  How does the Fourth Amendment protect this right?

32. How would explain the term “probable cause?”  Why does the Fourth Amendment require probable cause before a warrant can be issued?

33. Why is a warrant generally required before a search can be conducted?  Under what circumstances is a warrant not required?  Why?

34. What is the exclusionary rule?

35. Explain the right against self-incrimination?  What purposes does this right serve?

36. What did the Supreme Court decide in the case Miranda v. Arizona (1966)?
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37. How do the rights contained in the Sixth Amendment help guarantee fair trials?

38. What is the right to counsel?  Why is it important in our system of justice?

39. What is bail?  Why are people charged with crimes allowed to remain free on bail before trial?

40. Explain the Eighth Amendments right to be free from cruel and unusual punishment.

41. What is capital punishment?

42. What arguments have been made to limit or abolish capital punishment?
